[Derivatives of pro-opiomelanocortin (ACTH and beta-endorphin) in chronic alcoholics].
The plasmatic concentration of beta-endorphins and ACTH were measured in 31 alcoholic patients and in a control group (N = 16), to test the possible relation between chronic alcohol intake and propiomelanocortin production. There were found a decrease of beta-endorphins plasmatic levels in chronic alcoholic group, apart of clinical manifestations or abstinence period (one month maximum). This decrease can be cause by the chronic alcohol intake, and can be mediated by the tetrahydroisoquinolines (TIQs) or otherwise be the cause and not the consequence of alcoholism. The global plasmatic levels of ACTH were decreased but it was significant in the subgroup of alcoholics with liver disfunction, mental illness and those who carry on drinking.